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Dr. Casas uses the patch in her pracuce w
diminish facial swelling and bruising from
rhinoplasty, blepharoplasty, facelift, neck lift
and neck liposuction.

“|'ve been using it for swelling in the axilla,
following liposuction of the axilla, after breast
reduction. I've been using it for any ischemia;
for example, if you're doing breast reduction or
a mastopexy and the nipple areola has a little
ischemia, | will place an ActiPatch right over the
areola and, in my opinion, it increases blood
flow faster than if the patient were without it,”
Dr. Casas says.

Dr. Casas has patients wear the patch directly
on the swollen area right after surgery for a few
days, then moves the patch as the swelling
moves and becomes more centralized.

Some cosmetic surgeons build the cost of the
device into their services. The patches cost
surgeons between $30 and $50 each. Other
practitioners, including Dr. Whiteman, offer the
option to patients and charge them for the
purchase.

“We sell them through the office and charge
$150 for the pair,” Dr. Whiteman says. “Most
patients will buy one, but other patients are
cost conscious.”

STICKY ISSUE Surgeons who use the device
report that they and patients sometimes have
difficulty placing the patches on curved
surfaces.
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